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We are already half way through the season, witeln a halting start when the ice plant requirguarehas
produced a more consistant quality of surface.

Ice Rink Future

As I'm sure you are aware, rumours of all kindsusdobconcerning the future of the Leasure Centrédciity in
relation to the budget problems being faced by M@auncil. At this stage, no firm information ishand, and is
unlikely to become known until the Council fixes iudget early in the new year. However, | canrasgou that
the Council and the Leisure Centre have been writidoy various persons and bodies expressingaheetns of
all the ice users, and a sub-committee of the Roevhas been established to examine, along witdr ogers,
possible strategies against any potential reduatiohis facility. As and when more concrete infation becomes
available this will be passed on to you. In the mtieae, there will be no change for the rest of #gason, and
when it comes time for me to issue an invitatiogda for competition entries for next season, tiisbe on the
presumption that the status quo will maintain unles hear to the contary before then.

Club Competitions :-
I would like to take this opportunity to thank aflyou who have appeared as substitutes in vagaoges, for your
support of the teams involved, to allow the matdogsroceed as planned. Your help is much appestiat

In theFalconer, the two leagues were won by Douglas Howie and R@wn, the latter qualifying by dint of ends-
won over Graham Grant's rink. The successful teaithsontest the final on 4th January at 7.00 pm.

TheClub Bonspielwas successfully held on 20th November thankbdatganisation of John Downie and the
chashing up of potential participants by Helen Digwn

The good turnout of eight teams took part, fiverfrglgin, one each from Moray Firth Ladies and Modawiors,
and one an amalgum of Elgin and Bank of Scotlamthé event, the team of Kenny Oswald. Greta Mawhn
Paul Downey and Dorothy Duncan secured the Straoghly, and prizes very kindly supplied by lan ameé&ha
Yeats.

The SMD Leaguewas a closely fought affairBrian Cantlay, Edwin Dodson, Mike Pickthall and KgrOswald
coming out on top, a point ahead of Douglas Houiig, Farquhar, Roberta Walker and Hilda Fulton
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Of the remaining club competitions, along with Badconer final on Tuesday 4th January, t6&ub KO
competition gets underway with the preliminary rdum Tuesday 11th January, teNeill Club Leagueon
Tuesday 18th January, tdub Pairs on Tuesday 25th January (when Kenny Oswald's tédralso be in action,
in the Province KO Final) , and tiMacallan Bonspielon Saturday 5th March. Good luck to all compesitor

If you have any comments or suggestions regardinghg of our events please pass them on to Douglas Hew
(dhowie@live.co.uk) or any committee member so thatny proposals to increase uptake can be included i
next year's programme.

Province leagues

Here, Elgin teams are again meeting with varyimgufzes. In Division 1 Kenny Oswald lies in fourtlage, while
Douglas Howie leads the way in Divison 2. Divis®sees Brain Cantley's Rotary rink in front, withsfair Grant
poised to progress upwards from the foot of théetdh the Elgin packed Division 4, Rob Tyson, Aexr
Allardyce and Graham Grant occupy the top thre¢sspath Bob Stewart supporting the table.

Province Open KO
As mentioned above, Kenny Oswald's rirdve once again made their way successfully téiriagé where they
will meet Bill Jaffrey's Fochaber rink.

Best wishes for success to all these teams in thesmaining matches.

Coaching Report

The Moray Province Coaching and Development Groagantinuing efforts to expand the playing basess
the Province. During the year the Committee mesgislarly to plan the season and is extremely grbtefall the
coaches and helpers who assist with newcomersrjtnaining, bonspiels and Come & Try sessions.

If anyone is interested in helping either on ortb# ice please contact Morag Cumming on 01343 B5&4 email
moragacumming@gmail.com.

The regular coaching sessions are:

Curling’s Cool------ Wednesday mornings, times vawy usually between 10am — 11am.

Junior Club---------- Wednesday evenings 5.30pm45pm

Adult coaching------ Monday evenings 5pm — 6.45pm

In addition there can be one-off Come & Try sessifam community groups or corporate bodies.

A number of the adult learners are being encourégg@un clubs and Elgin CC has provided applicatiorms to
several potential new recruits. If anyone is ingézd in taking part in informal games to meet aruvige extra
match practice for newcomers please again contacag//Cumming.

Nairn Annual Dinner

We have received an invitation to our male madé&csito attend Nairn Curling Club’'s Annual Dinnghich in
past years has proved to be a most enjoyable ey€ninis time it will be held at 7.00 for 7.30 pmthe Newton
Hotel, Nairn on Saturday 15th February 2011 witndlnest of honour being Mr Robbie Scott, Presidéttie
RCCC. Cost is £35.00 per head, and those wishiatfeéad are reminded to let Mike Pickthall knowdrsef10th
January, enclosing a cheque made out to "Nairni@u@lub”. Well worth the money, | would suggest.

Finally, a Good Chrstmas and Good Curling in the Nes Year to all of you,

Douglas.



